Temporal characteristics of speech produced by inexperienced signers during simultaneous communication.
This study investigated temporal characteristics of speech produced during simultaneous communication (SC) by inexperienced signers. Recordings of stimulus words embedded in sentences produced with speech-only versus SC were made by 12 students during the first and last weeks of an introductory sign language course. Results indicated significant temporal differences between speech-only and SC conditions during both the first week and the last week of the class. Inexperienced signers appeared to sign between words in SC during the first week of the class, thereby extending interword intervals. At the last week of the class, they appeared to shift toward simultaneously signing while producing the words, thereby elongating segmental temporal characteristics, such as vowel duration. The specific temporal differences between SC and speech-only conditions were consistent with previous findings regarding the effect of SC on temporal characteristics of speech with experienced signers.